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Friends of Rainbow Homes,

This was one of the busiest summers that
Rainbow Homes has ever had. With 24 resi-
dents we are always on the go in many
different directions.

June- started with residents going to Camp
AuSable. Troy, Mary Ellen, Lynn, Gary,
Jonathon, and Mike went to the UP with
Shirley and her husband Mike. They enjoyed
a boat trip and train ride along the
Tahquamenon River, visiting a bear ranch,
touring Grand Mari as well as rafting across
the Kitchitikipi Springs. There were visits to
area Parks, Lug Nut Games and the start of
the Special Olympic Softball Season..

July- brought the usual parades and fire-
works. Kevinl playing softball on the church
league and the State Special Olympic Softball
Tournament. Many evenings were spent at
the concert in the parks and special events at
the libraries. Marci, Jessica and Tom went to
the Angevineb6s cottag
They saw ducks, swans and a Great Blue
Heron on the Lake. The two favorite stops
were the Cherry Hut for dinner and the boat
ride along the dunes on Lake Michigan.

August-br ought another
with Troy, Chad, Pat, Alice, Dan and Lynn.
Residents harvested from the garden, picked
sweet corn at a farm, visited Binder Park Zoo
and spend the Lazy days of summer swinging
in our swings.

Summer wound up with the traditional trip to
Rock Lake for all to attend Family Camp.
Fishing, paddle boat riding and visiting the
Ziibiwing Cultural Center in Mt. Pleasant.

Tom and Alice .
Tom moved here from an independent liv-
ing situation. He has enjoyed all the activi-
ties here and particularly learning how to
fish.
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Tom went on a trip up north and saw the
sand dunes as well as Lake Michigan for
the first time. The one thing that Tom
says he likes best is having a yard and a
garden.

Alice moved from a group home. The
one thing that Alice says she like best is
having her own bedroom and front
window. You can see her waving to peo-
ple as they drive in. She has made sev-
eral new friends and enjoys watching
movies together as well as eating out.
Alice works at Transition North. She
volunteers both at the American Cancer
Society and The March of Dimes weekly.

Aktion Club scaled back a bit
this summer. Two crews
helped out with the paper
drive July31st. The club vis-
ited Da Holler Park , on
Hagdorn Road in July for a
fishing trip and cookout. The group made
fisRig pcgeb Sut oPdopiblothies theh fedted -
the worthiness. Every one caught at least
two fish. For many it was their first fishing
experience.

Donna Brower, gave a talk and provided

rbooglets taall @bougfishing etiquétte, iden-

tification, rules and trivia. She then taught
the members how to tie a Snell Knot on a
hook.

Some of the members from Kiwanis also
attended so it became the first Interclub
Meeting. August 15" the group gathered
together again at the park to hold a Luau to
invite potential new members. Most tried
their hand at limbo and coconut tossing.
The group made shish kabobs as well as
dined on veggies and fruit. Three members
attended the Michigan District Convention
and helped out at the Aktion Club table.

The Club received an Honorable Mention
for their first year due to the volume of
activities and service projects.

Susan Shehan

Wish List

Fishing Poles and Tackle Boxes

Larger Storage Shed

Stackable Washer/Dryerd 2 4 o

Picnic Tables

Used Mini Van

Periodic use of a Truck

Bingo Prizesd (pens, paper pads, jewelry)
4 or 5X Womenb6s CIl ot
Phone Cable work.

Our Mission

To provide ecumenical
Christian housing and services
for adults with cognitive disAbilities,
where they can grow personally and
spiritually to reach their God given
potential. The residents will be
nurtured in a homelike
h g Christian setting.




News & Notes

Summer Picnic from the Sheriff Department for her 4,>"’{§<""-., A total of $4,000

Y " ) fflabove and beyondo éswasraiseﬁhyvthemig-
9 &) The August 9™ Family and Jessicads |ife. M Michigan Parrotheads for
) 2)7) Friends Picnic was the biggest IEADN Rainbow Homes at their
and hottest on record. We all You can tell it was a good party when AiJi mmy Buffe
felt |ike we we|r ¢theresidentserarpung after theiclean a Purpose Evento o
Sead | ike our tfhgupanddiscussmextyear themes. would like to Than
high humidity. Chumdéso and especi

Thank you to the Wellings and Fanch-
ers for the use of their tents. Thanks
also goes to Joann Helms for helping
with the dessert table. Thanks all who
came and brought a dish to

pass ....Kevin 1 said that is his favorite
part:)

Jonathan Evans for all their hard work

Over 200 le attended the picnic thi
ol IRl = 1€ picrlic TS in making this event possible.

year. It was a wonderful time to visit with
old friends and meet new ones. Several
prospective residents attended with their
family. | heard comments that Rainbow
Homes was a lot different than they
thought it would be.

This non-profit group is interested in
helping with environmental and chari-
table concerns within the community.

Our 50/50 Drawing was won by Grace
Switzer. Thank you, Grace and John
for donating your ($200)winnings back
to Rainbow Homes.

We honored:

Bea McComb (parent/volunteer) for her
help with our filing this year. You can
imagine with 24 people that is not an easy
task. Thanks Bea!

Mary Boogaard (staff) was also honored
for saving the life of our resident Jessica,
at an outing where she choked and
stopped breathing. Mary received a letter

Special Thank you to all you
contributed to our
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Thank Youd West Lansing Church of Christ

The message below is from Kellie
Drongowski, a youth group member
from W. Lansing Church of Christ.
This group of young men and women
spent a week at Rainbow Homes

On Wednesday, they made a special
lunch for us. It was delicious. On Fri-
day, the last day we visited them, the
residents and staff members from Rain-
bow Homes, and my youth group all

Honoring the Knights of
Columbus for their dedicatio
to persons with cognitive
disAbilities.

From the first dream of Rainbow Homes in

helping with tree removal, window
washing, bible study and making new
friends. Please read Kellie letter.

went to a park to play and have lunch. |
had so much fun there. In conclusion,
my visit to Rainbow Homes in Holt, Ml

1989, the Knights of Columbus Councils
were theirl We would like to Thank the

following Councils for their generosity over

~ . wa antastico. the years to Rainbow Homes and to

fi Wh e n I. Fi r S.t . hearfd Of k 22 n.g Ol persons with cognitive disAbilities from all
Homes, | imagined an institutional Kellie Drongowski over Michigan.

style building. | at tHhe

asnao.t u w
W/es? Lansing Cﬁurch gf Chris MI State Knights of Columbus C#100

IHM KC C#10542 - Lansing

Ladies Auxilary KC Richard Council #788 -
Lansing

Resurrection KC Msgr. John A Gabriel
C#11099 - Lansing

St. Casimir KC C#9711 - Lansing

St. Gerard & Holy Cross KC Richard C#788
- Lansing

St. James KC Mason C#9182 - Mason
St. John KC C# 8392 - Jackson

St. John's Area KC C#3281 1 St. John

St. Martha KC C#10006 - Okemos

St. Mary KC Fr. FB McCormick C#7545 -
Williamston

St. Mary KC C#11875 - Charlotte

St. Mary Cathedral KC C#11694 - Lansing
St. Mary Star of the Sea KC C#9301 -
Jackson

St. Rita Parish KC St. Francis of Assisi
C#7945 - Clarklake

St. Thomas Aquinas KC C#7816 i

E. Lansing

Qu e e nK& £#609 - Jackson

St. Joseph Shrine KC C#6223 - Brooklyn

residents there were going to think of
my youth group or me, or what they
were going to be like? Would they
think we were strange? Would they be
unwelcoming?

As we pulled up to the complex how-
ever, | discovered that instead of a
commercialized setting, Rainbow
Homes had a warm, homey atmos-
phere about it. | also found that the
residents at Rainbow Homes looked
on my friends and me as heroes and
were very welcoming. They were will-
ing to do anything with us.

We visited Rainbow Homes for a
week. While we were there we did
some songs and activities with them.
We also tried to do whatever the di-
rector, Susan, needed to have done.
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